The crystal structure is shown in the figure. Tables 1 and 2 contain details on crystal structure and measurement conditions and a list of the atoms including atomic coordinates and displacement parameters.
Bruker programs [1] , SHELX [2] , WinGX and ORTEP [3] 6-diisopropyl-N-(pyridin-3-ylmethylene)aniline (0.5348 g, 2 mmol) in ethanol for 12 h. A sky blue precipitate was obtained that was disolved in dichloromethane and layered with hexane to give crystals. Yield 0.7556 g 84%.
Experimental details
All hydrogen atoms were placed in idealized positions and refined in riding models with U iso assigned the values of 1.2 times those of their parent atoms and the distances of C-H were constrained to 0.93 Å for all the aromatic H atoms, 0.96 Å for methyl hydrogens and 0.98 Å for methine hydrogen. 
Discussion
The title compound is a discrete complex bearing the centrosymmetric dinuclear copper(II) paddle wheel unit where four acetate ligands bridge the copper(II) ions. The axial positions are occupied by a N atom of (E)-2,6-diisopropyl-N-(pyridin-3-ylmethylene)aniline ligand, as shown in the figure. This paddle wheel has been previously reported in copper(II) acetate complexes [4, 5] . The distance between the bridged copper(II) ions is 2.6317(4) Å, typically for dimeric copper(II) carboxylates [6] . The copper(II) ions are slightly displaced from the basal plane of the four acetate O atoms by a distance of 0.198 Å towards the pyridine nitrogen, a trend that has also been reported [7] . The copper(II) ions are thus in a distorted square bipyramidal geometrical environment courtesy of the aforementioned coordination [8] . The asymmetric unit of the title compound bears half of the complex, i.e. one copper(II) ion, one (E)-2,6-diisopropyl-N-(pyridin-3-ylmethylene)aniline ligand and two acetate groups, the other half of the molecule is generated by −x + 1, −y + 2, −z symmetry. The phenyl and pyridyl rings are not coplanar and the angle between the mean planes of the phenyl ring including the imine N atom to that of the pyridyl ring including the imine C atom is 82.00(4)°. This angle is clearly larger than that reported for the free ligand, i.e. 60.00° [9] . The azomethine (C=N) bond length in the complex is 1.267(2) Å, similar to the one in the ligand 1.270(1) Å [9] . The two C-N bonds in the pyridyl moiety of the complex are 1.35 and 1.34 Å, slightly longer than their equivalent bonds in the pyridyl moiety of the free ligand [9] . The N(1)-Cu(1), O(1)-Cu(1) and O(2)-Cu(1) bond distances are 2.2162(13), 1.9716(11) and 1.9639(11) Å, respectively, which are similar to those of previously reported copper(II) complexes [10, 11] .
